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Chapter 18

Drifting 
Toward 

Disunion, 
1854ς1861

For the North:

1. 
For the South:

2. 
The New Mexico Territory:

3. 

4. 

Slavery in Washington, DC:

5.  

STRONGERFugitive Slave Law

Abolish Slave Trade in Washington, D.C.

PopularSovereignty in Mexican Cession

Texassells land / Federal Gov. assumes debt 

Admit Californiaas a FreeState
File:United States 1850-1853-03.png

1850 1860

The Compromise of 1850 was supposed to be the 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ 
 

and it was ς just for different reasons than Clay 
had intended.

Passed by Wisconsin and 
other Northern states

ïGuaranteed jury trials 
for accused slaves

De facto Nullification

The 1850s:

Road
to

Secession

By:  Ms. Susan M. Pojer
Horace Greeley HS   Chappaqua, NY

Additions by M. Lynde

Currituck County High School   Barco, NC

More additions by Darrell Duncan

Merrol Hyde Magnet School    Hendersonville, TN
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Harriet
Beecher
Stowe

(1811 ς 1896)

ά{ƻ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
woman who wrote the 

book that made this great 
ǿŀǊέ

    -- Abraham Lincoln

I. Stowe and Helper: Literary Incendiaries

ÅUncle Tom's CabinτHarriet Beecher Stowe

ïShe was determined to awaken North to  wickedness of 
slavery

ÅBy laying bare its terrible inhumanity, especially  
splitting families

ÅRelied on powerful imagery and touching pathos

ÅDeeper sources of her anti-slavery sentiments lay in 
evangelical crusades of Second Great Awakening

I. Stowe and Helper: Literary Incendiaries 
(cont.)

ïStowe never witnessed slavery in Deep South:

ÅHad seen it briefly during visit to Kentucky 

ÅLived in Ohio, center of Underground Railroad activity

ïUncle Tom:

ÅLeft endearing and enduring impression on North

ÅMany swore they would have nothing to do with  enforcing Fugitive Slave 
Law

ÅDevoured by millions of impressionable youth

ÅImmensely popular abroad, esp. Britain and France

 

¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ 
Cabin

1852

ÁSold 300,000 copies in
the first year.

Á2 million in a decade!
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Reading/Tomôs Cabin

In the closing scenes of Harriet Beecher Stoweõs novel, Uncle Tomõs 
brutal master, Simon Legree, orders the $1200.00 slave savagely 

beaten (to death) by two fellow slaves.  Through tears and blood Tom 
exclaims,

ñNo! no! no! my soul ainôt yours Masôr!  You 
havenôt bought it-----ye canôt buy it!  Itôs been 

bought and paid for by One that is able to keep it.  
No matter, no mater, you canôt harm me!ò  ñI 
canôtò said Legree, with a sneer;  ñweôll see----
weôll see!  Here, Sambo, Quimbo, give this dog 

such a breakinô in as he wonôt get over this 
month!ò

I. Stowe and Helper: Literary Incendiaries 
(cont.)

ïThe Impending Crisis of the South (1857) by 

Hinton R. Helper:

ÅHating slavery and blacks, he 
attempted to prove with statistics 
that, indirectly, non-slaveholding 
whites were ones who suffered most 
from millstone of slavery

ÅHe finally found a publisher in North

I. Stowe and Helper: Literary
Incendiaries (cont.)

ïHelped fuel fears of planters that non-slaveholding 
majority might abandon them

ïBook banned in South

ïIn North, thousands distributed as campaign 
literature by Republicans

ÅSoutherners embittered when learned northern 
brethren spreading wicked lies  

Douglasô Kansas-Nebraska Scheme

Popular Sovereignty

Breaks the Compromise 

of 1850

KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT

ÅBuild a transcontinental 
connecting California to the East 
Coast either in the South or North

ÅStephen Douglas wanted the 
railroad built in the North but had 
to convince the South otherwise.

ÅProposed a plan that Kansas and 
Nebraska territories be opened up 
to slavery in return for building 
the railroad in the North.

ÅPopular Sovereignty

Kan. & Neb Act

POPULAR 

SOVEREIGNTY

In Kansas and Nebraska 
Territories on the issue 
of slavery

ANIMATED MAP:
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/ne
h/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/ 

MISSOURI COMPROMISE

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/
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II. The North-South Contest for Kansas

ÅPopular sovereignty:

ïNew England Emigrant Aid Company:

ÅAntislavery organization sent 2,000 people to Kansas to forestall South and 
to make profit

ÅMany carried new breech-loading Sharps rifles, nicknamed Beecher's 
Bibles  after Rev. Henry Ward Beecher (Harriet Beecher Stowe's brother) 
who helped raise money to pay for them

ÅSouthern spokesmen raised cries of betrayal

ά.ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜǎέ

New England Emigrant Aid Society

"He (Henry W. Beecher) believed that the 
Sharps Rifle was a truly moral agency, and 
that there was more moral power in one of 
those instruments, so far as the 
slaveholders of Kansas were concerned, 
than in a hundred Bibles. You might just as 
well. . . read the Bible to Buffaloes as to 
[pro-slavery settlers]; but they have a 
supreme respect for the logic that is 
ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ {ƘŀǊǇϥǎ ǊƛŦƭŜΦέ

New York Tribune, 2/8/1856 Rev. Henry Ward Beecher 
όIΦ.Φ {ǘƻǿŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜύ

II. The North-South Contest for
Kansas (cont.)

ÅNorthern Nebrascals, out to abolitionize  both Kansas and Nebraska

ÅSome southern hotheads attempted to assist  small groups of well-armed 
slave-owners to Kansas

ÅPlanting slavery in Kansas a losing game:
ïSlaves were valuable and volatile property

ïFoolish for owners to take them where bullets were flying

ïKansas might be voted free under popular sovereignty

ÅCensus of 1860 found only two slaves among 107,000 souls in Kansas and 
only 15 in Nebraska

II. The North-South Contest for Kansas (cont.) 

ÅCrisis conditions in Kansas rapidly worsened 

ï1855 election for first territorial legislature:

ÅProslavery border ruffians  poured in from Missouri to vote early and 
often

ÅSlavery supporters triumphed; set up puppet government at Shawnee 
Mission

ÅFree-soilers established extralegal regime of their own in Topeka 

Kansas-Nebraska Act  1854
signed by Franklin Pierce

This act set the stage for the 

violent Kansas-Missouri border 

wars where the Missouri "Border 

Ruffians" and the Kansas 

"Jayhawkers" transformed a 

frontier quarrel over slaveryôs 

borders into a national issue
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ά.ƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ Yŀƴǎŀǎέ

άwŀŎŜ ǘƻ Yŀƴǎŀǎέ

ïProslavery vs. Antislavery

ïά.ƻǊŘŜǊ wǳŦŦƛŀƴǎέ όŦǊƻƳ ahύ

ïN.E. Immigrant Aid Society

Å.ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜǎ

ANIMATED MAP:
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/ne
h/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/ 

1855-1859
56 Dead

III. Kansas in Convulsion

ÅJohn Brown now stalked upon Kansas 
battlefield

ïObsessively dedicated to abolitionist 
cause:

ÅBrooding over attack on Lawrence, he led a 
band to Pottawatomie Creek in May 1856

ÅThere they hacked to pieces 5 surprised men, 
presumed to be proslaveryites

ÅTerrorist butchery besmirched free-soil cause

ÅBrought vicious retaliation from proslavery 
forces

ά.ƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ Yŀƴǎŀǎέ

Border 
άwǳŦŦƛŀƴǎέ

(pro-slavery 
Missourians)

III. Kansas in Convulsion (cont.)

ïCivil war erupted in Kansas in 1856:

ÅContinued until it merged with Civil War of 1861-1865

ÅDestroyed millions of dollars' worth of property

ÅParalyzed agriculture in certain areas

ÅCost scores of lives

ïKansas applied for statehood on popular sovereignty basis

Lecompton
Proslavery

Topeka
Antislavery

Lecompton Constitution

Å1857 - enough people (mainly free-
soilers) in Kansas to apply for 
statehood.

ÅProslavery forces create 
Lecompton Constitution

ïVote for state constitution with 
or without slavery. 

ïIf vote for without slavery there 
was provision already in 
document allowing protection of 
slave owners already in the 
state

ïFree-soilers boycott the polls.

ïProslaveryites approved 
constitution with slavery 1857 http://www.kcpt.org/badblood/images/timeline/forcing-slavery_lg.jpg

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/
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III. Kansas in Convulsion (cont.)

ÅLecompton Constitution: a proslavery document
ïpeople not allowed to vote for or against constitution as a whole

ïVote for constitution either with slavery  or with no slavery (but with protections 
for slavery already there)

ïWhatever the outcome,  there would still be slavery

ïFree-soilers boycotted polls

ïProslaveryites approved constitution with slavery in late 1857

ÅScene then shifted to Washington:

ïPresident Pierce had been succeeded by James Buchanan, who was strongly under 
southern influence

III. Kansas Convulsion (cont.)
ïBuchanan supported Lecompton Constitution

ïSenator Douglas threw his support behind true 
popular sovereignty

ïCompromise:  submit entire Lecompton 
Constitution to people

ïFree-soil voters thronged to polls and voted it 
down

ïKansas remained a territory until 1861, when 
southern secessionists left Congress

ïBuchanan's action divided Democratic Party by 
antagonizing Democrats in North

IV. ά.ǳƭƭȅέ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ .ƭǳŘƎŜƻƴ

ÅBleeding Kansas:

ïSpattered blood on Senate floor in 1856:

ÅSenator Charles Sumner (Mass.) a leading abolitionist

ÅMade himself one of most disliked men in Senate

ÅDelivered speech The Crime Against Kansas
ïCondemned proslavery men

ïReferred insultingly to South Carolina and its senator Andrew Butler

ά¢ƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜ 
!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ Yŀƴǎŀǎέ

Charles Sumner
US Senator (Mass.)

Document 6.5

Document 6.5 CHIVALRY

CHIVALRY

C:\Documents and Settings\trichey\Local Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\IJOQDDHJ\MC900439819[1].png

Don Quixote

DON QUIXOTE

DON 
QUIXOTE

IV. Bully  Brooks and His Bludgeon (cont.)

ïCongressman Preston Brooks (S.C.):

ÅResented insults to his state and to its senator

ÅTo Brooks, only alternative was to chastise senator

ÅOn May 22, 1856, he approached Sumner and pounded him with an 11-
ounce cane until it broke

Brooks/Sumner Incident

Sen. Charles Sumner (MA)

vs. 
Rep. Preston Brooks (SC)

UNIT 6 MATERIALS - US.docx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Quixote
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Quixote
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Quixote
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w9!5 {ǳƳƴŜǊΩǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ w9!5 .ǊƻƻƪǎΩ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ

Regarding the Brooks assault on Sumner, one of the more moderate 
antislavery journals (Illinois State Journal) declared,

ñBrooks and his Southern allies have deliberately adopted the 
monstrous creed that any man who dares to utter sentiments 
which they deem wrong or unjust, shall be brutally assailedé.ò

One of the milder southern responses came for the Petersburg 
(Virginia) Intelligencer:

ñAlthough Mr. Brooks ought to have selected some other spot for the 
altercation than the Senate chamber, if he had broken every bone 
in Sumnerôs carcass it would have been a just retribution upon this 
slanderer of the South and her individual citizensò

IV. Bully  Brooks and His Bludgeon (cont.)

ÅHouse could not muster enough votes 
to expel Brooks 

ÅHe resigned but was triumphantly 
reelected

ÅSumner had to go to Europe for 
treatment of his injuries

ÅFor 3 ½ years, Massachusetts kept his 
seat open until Sumner could return

ïBleeding Sumner thus joined with 
Bleeding Kansas as political issues

IV. Bully  Brooks and His Bludgeon (cont.)

ïFree-soil North infuriated by Brooks:

ÅCopies of Sumner's speech sold by thousands

ÅEvery blow to Sumner made thousands of Republicans

ÅSouth not unanimous in approving Brooks, but:

ïAngered by Sumner's speech

ïUpset that speech so applauded in North

ÅSumner-Brooks clash and ensuing reactions revealed how 
dangerously inflamed passions had become

ÅBlows rained on Sumner were among first blows of Civil War

II. The North-South Contest for Kansas (cont.)

ïConfused Kansans had choice of two governments:

ÅOne based on fraud

ÅOther on illegality

ïTensions mounted as settlers feuded over conflicting land 
claims

ÅBreaking point (1856):  gang of proslavery raiders, 
alleging provocation, shot up and burned part of  free-
soil town of Lawrence

ÅOutrage was prelude to bloodier tragedy

Å Democratic national party - dead. 

Now it is a sectional party

 Whig national party -dead

Republican party (born 1854) only a 

sectional party

THERE ARE NO MORE 

NATIONAL PARTIES TO BIND 

THE COUNTRY TOGETHER

www.carpetcaretakers.com

http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/seminar/unit4/sumner.html
http://www.bartleby.com/268/9/15.html
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Birth of the Republican Party, 1854

×Northern Whigs.

×Northern Democrats.

×Free-Soilers.

×Know-Nothings.

×Other miscellaneous opponents of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act.

The birthplace of the Republican Party in Ripon, 
Wisconsin March 20, 1854

1856 Presidential Election

Ҟ James Buchanan                       John C. Frémont                          Millard Fillmore
                     Democrat                                Republican                          Whig & Know-Nothing Party

1856

Election 

Results

Note: 2 year 

old 

Republicans 

received a 

large chunk 

of the votes 

even if they 

did lose.

¢ƘŜ άYƴƻǿ-bƻǘƘƛƴƎǎέ [The American 

Party]

ß Nativists.

ß Anti-Catholics.

ß Anti-
immigrants.

1849 Ą Secret Order of the Star-Spangled Banner 
created in NYC.

NATIVISM
Screenshot from Gangs of New York © Miramax Home Entertainment (2003)

in Antebellum America

PREVIEW
ÅNativism (citizens vs. immigrants) has often been a force in American 
politics.

ÅIn the early 18th century, the U.S. population was overwhelmingly 
Protestant.

ÅCatholic Irish and [predominantly Catholic] Germans were the largest 
immigrant groups during the antebellum period.
ÅIrish were the largest during this time 
Å(Germans immigrated more consistently throughout U.S. history)

ÅThe wave of Catholic immigrants provoked a NATIVIST response.
ÅNativist Societies
ÅNativist Riots (Philadelphia)
ÅάKnow Nothingέ tŀǊǘȅ

ÅNativism is still a force in U.S. politics and society today.

Nativism in Antebellum 
America
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From Washingtonõs 
Farewell Address

ά!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘƛƻǳǎ 
wiles of foreign 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΧ ǘƘŜ 
jealousy of a free 
people ought to be 
Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀǿŀƪŜΧέ

PROTESTANTISM
A majority of 
Americans 

are 
PROTESTANT

Source: Pew Forum

Religious Group  Percentage
Evangelical Protestant 23%
Catholic   19%
Mainline Protestant  11%
Black Protestant  5%
Other Christian  3%
Latter-day Saints  2%
Jewish   2%
Muslim   1%
Buddhist   1%
Hindu   1%
Other World Religions 2%
Atheist   5%
Agnostic   6%
Nothing in Particular  19%

The largest Christian subgroups in the United 
States are Protestants, who now make up 40% of 
U.S. adults, and Catholics at 19%. An additional 
3% identify with other Christian groups, including 
the Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
WŜƘƻǾŀƘΩǎ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ

CATHOLICS 
are the 2nd 

largest 
RELIGIOUS 

GROUP

Photo by Global Panorama

Data Source: http://nineteensixty-four.blogspot.com 

of immigrants during the 
antebellum period were

 

Irish

1/3 1/2
of immigrants during the

1840s

http://religions.pewforum.org/reports
https://www.flickr.com/photos/121483302@N02/
http://nineteensixty-four.blogspot.com/2010/11/pies-damned-pies-and-statistics-is.html
http://nineteensixty-four.blogspot.com/2010/11/pies-damned-pies-and-statistics-is.html
http://nineteensixty-four.blogspot.com/2010/11/pies-damned-pies-and-statistics-is.html
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Over a million people left 
Ireland during the Irish 
Potato Famine (1845-1852).

FAMINE
GERMAN 
AMERICANS

άDŜǊƳŀƴέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
most common 
nation of origin 

identified by 
Americans today 

after English

German-
American 

POPULATION

DENSITY
(1872)

Irish-American 

POPULATION

DENSITY
(1872)

NATIVISM
Established Citizens 
vs. Recent Immigrants
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GANGS OF NEW YORK

Screenshot from Gangs of New York © Miramax Home Entertainment (2003)

A Film About Nativism

POLITICAL 

POWER

ÅHow might 
this new 

Group going 
CHANGE 
America?

NO IRISH NEED APPLY (NINA)
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Anti-Catholic violence in 
the 

City of Brotherly Love

{ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ CƛǊŜ

PHILADELPHIA
NATIVIST RIOTS

Cartoon by
Thomas Nast
IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ 

(1876)

The American Party
aka  òKnow Nothingsó

CATHOLICS

IMMIGRANTS

άL ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΧέ

File:Fillmore2.JPG

VI. The Electoral Fruits of 1856
ÅThe election returns:

ïBuchanan

ÅPolled less than a majority of popular vote

ÅWon handily (see Map 19.2)

ÅElectoral College count was 174 to 114 (for Frémont) and 8 (for 
Fillmore)

ÅPopular vote:

ï1,832,955 for Buchanan

ï1,339,932 for Frémont

ï   871,731 for Fillmore

Know Nothing Popularity by County

Where were the Know Nothings most popular?
Map by Tilden76

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/90/Fillmore2.JPG
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Tilden76
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Map by Tilden76

Oh!  Brother 
Beecher!  Our 
Kansas Gun has 
bursted and upset 
ƻǳǊ ƎǳƴƴŜǊΦ  LΩƳ 
afraid we put in too 
big a load.

Ah!  Fremont, your sectional  Gun has 

exploded just as I predicted, but my 
American rifle will bring down that 
Old Buck.

Confound the 
Gun! if I can only 
get out of this 
Ƴǳǎǎ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ 
preaching and let 
fire-arms alone.

Abolition 
Bog

òCITIZENó 
KNOW NOTHING

The Nativist 
Ideal

WHAT DOES IT 

MEAN
TO BE AN 
AMERICAN ?

Photo by Wes Peck

FACTS OF THE CASE:

 Dred Scott, a slave, lived 
with his master in free 
territory for two years.

 Scott claimed this made 
him a free man.

THE DECISION:

1. People of African descent (incl. 
Scott) could not be U.S. citizens.

2. /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊōƛŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ 
federal territories (violation of 
property rights)

ï Ergo, the Missouri Compromise is 
Unconstitutional

Judicial Activism

Judicial Activism

C:\Documents and 
Settings\trichey\Local 
Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\8B57FJOL\MC900434891[1].pngC:\Documents and 

Settings\trichey\Local 
Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\S7G5SP9P\MC900434888[1].png

C:\Documents and 
Settings\trichey\Local 
Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\S7G5SP9P\MC900433954[1].png

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Tilden76
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wespeck/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judicial_activism
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Judicial Activism

EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH

LEGISLATIVE 

BRANCH

JUDICIAL    
BRANCH

President Congress Supreme Court

____________ Laws _____________ Laws ____________ Laws

When Judges 
Write the Law

ÅSlave from Missouri travelled with his owner 
to Illinois & Minnesota both free states.

ÅHis master died and Scott wanted to move 
back to Missouri ---Missouri still recognized 
him as a slave.

ÅHe sued his masterôs widow for his freedom 
since he had lived in a free state for a period 
of time.

ÅCourt case went to the Supreme Court for a 
decision -----National issue

ÅCan a slave sue for his freedom?

ÅIs a slave property?

ÅIs slavery legal?

Picture/Dred Scott

Chart/Effect of Scott

ÅSupreme Court hands 
down the Dred Scott 

decision

ÅNorth refused to enforce 
Fugitive Slave Law

ÅFree states pass 
personal liberty laws.

ÅRepublicans claim the 
decision is not binding

ÅSoutherners call on the 
North to accept the 

decision  if the South is to 
remain in the Union.

ωSlaves cannot sue the U.S. for 
their freedom because they are 

property.

ωThey are not citizens and have 
no legal right under the 

Constitution.

ωSupreme Court legalized 
slavery by saying that 

ωCongress could not stop a 
slaveowner from moving his 

slaves to a new territory

ωMissouri Compromise and all 
other compromises were 

unconstitutional

Reading/Scott decision

ñThey had (slaves) for more than a century before 
been regarded as beings of an inferior order; and 
altogether unfit to associate with the white race, 
either in social or political relations; and so far 
inferior that they had no rights which the white 
man was bound to respect.  This opinion was at 

that time fixed and universal in the civilized 
portion of the white race.ò

Chief Justice Roger B.Taney 
(1777 to 1864) in the case of 

Dred Scott referred to the 
status of slaves when the 
Constitution was adopted.

Dred Scott v. Sanford, 1857
Å lived in free state (Illinois & Wisconsin 

territory)

Å Taney court ruled:

Dred Scott was a slave and therefore not 

a citizen so he could not sue in federal 

court

More: because a slave is property he/she 

could be taken into any territory and 

legally held there in slavery

Which means: Compromise of 1820 was 

never legal and popular sovereignty is 

false no matter what local territories want

What caused the
Panic of 1857??

What were its
affects on the nation?

Å California gold inflates the economy

Å Demands of Crimean war (grain)

Å Railroad and land speculation  - free 160 acres hated by  

     Easterners and by Southerners - why?

Å Reduction of tariffs w/ new Tariff of 1857
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The Lincoln-Douglas Debates, 1858 

(Illinois Senate)

A House divided against 
itself, cannot stand.

LINCOLN--DOUGLAS DEBATES

ÅLincoln and Douglas both running for the U.S. 
Senate in Illinois.

ÅThe debates were followed by the country because 
both candidates were interested in running for the 

Presidency in 1860.

ÅSlavery was the issue

ÅLincoln stated:  A House Divided against itself 
cannot stand.  Either we become one or the other.

Åwas against the expansion of slavery

ÅDouglas believed that slavery should be decided by 
the people.

ÅPopular sovereignty                                                           
Chart/L&D Debates

LINCOLN--DOUGLAS DEBATES

Lincoln got Douglas to admit that Popular Sovereignty 

could work against the expansion of slaveryé.. 

Southerners would not support Douglas for the presidency 

in 1860
Picture/ L&D Debates

Reading/Lincoln on slavery

Stephen Douglas 
Freeport Doctrine

Popular
Sovereignty?

Local people have to pass and to 

enforce those laws (Jefferson 

Embargo of 1807)

Southern democrats now really 

split from the Democratic party

WƻƘƴ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ wŀƛŘ
ƻƴ IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ CŜǊǊȅΣ мурф
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ÖSlaves resorted to revolts in the 13 
colonies and later in the southern U.S.

 
Ö 250 insurrections  have been documented; 

between 1780 and 1864 .

Ö91 African -Americans were convicted of 
insurrection in Virginia alone. 

ÖFirst revolt in what became the United 
States took place in 1526 at a Spanish 

settlement near the mouth of the Pee Dee 
River in South Carolina. 

Slave Revolts

ÅSeptember 9, 1739 , twenty black Carolinians met near the Stono River, 
approximately twenty miles southwest of Charleston.  They took guns and 

powder from a store and killed the two storekeepers they found there. 

Å"With cries of 'Liberty' and beating of drums ," "the rebels raised a standard 
and headed south toward Spanish St. Augustine . Burned houses, and killed 

white opponents.

ÅLargest slave uprising in the 13 colonies prior to the American Revolution.  

ÅSlaveowners caught up with the band of 60 to 100 slaves. 20 white 
Carolinians and 40 black Carolinians were killed before the rebellion was 

suppressed.  

Slave Revolts/Stono

Stono County Rebellion

ÖSlaves resorted to revolts in the 
13 colonies and later in the 

southern U.S.
 

ÖGabriel Prosser
ÖDenmark Vessey
ÖNat Turner 

Slave Revolts

Gabriel Prosser , (1776 -1800), American leader of an 
aborted slave uprising, whose intention was to create a 
free black state in Virginia. Born near Richmond, he was 

the son of an African mother who instilled in him the love 
of freedom. Inspired perhaps by the success of the black 

revolutionaries of Haiti, he plotted with other slaves, 
notably Jack Bowler, in the spring of 1800 to seize the 

arsenal at Richmond and kill whites. On August 30, 1800 , 
as many as 1000 armed slaves gathered outside 

Richmond ready for action. A torrential downpour and 
thunderstorm, however, washed away a bridge vital to 
the insurrectionists' march; at the same time Governor 

James Monroe , the future president, was informed of the 
plot and  dispatched the state militia against them . 
Prosser and some 35 of his young comrades were 

captured and hanged.

Slave Revolts/Prosser

The leader of an American slave revolt in Charleston, S.C., 
Denmark Vesey, b. Africa, 1767, d. July 2, 1822, had been 

owned by a slave-ship captain before he purchased his 
freedom (1800) with $600 won in a street lottery. As a 

freedman in Charleston, he worked at carpentry, became a 
leader of his church, and read antislavery literature. 

Determined to strike a blow against the institution that had 
victimized him, he devised an intricate conspiracy for an 
uprising in Charleston and vicinity during the summer of 

1822.Informers divulged the plot, however, and 35 blacks, 
including Vesey, were executed.

Slave Revolts/Vessey

Nat Turner Rebellion

Nat Turner, a slave owned by Joseph Travis of 
Southampton, Virginia, believed that he had been 

chosen by God to lead a slave rebellion. On 21st August, 
1831,  Turner and seven fellow slaves, murdered Travis 

and his family. Over the next two days and nights, 
Turner's band killed around 60 white people in Virginia. 

Turner had hoped that this action would cause a 
massive slave uprising but only 75 joined his rebellion. 
Over 3,000 members of the state militia were sent to 

deal with Turner's gang, and they were soon defeated. In 
retaliation, more than a hundred innocent slaves were 

killed. Turner went into hiding but was captured six 
weeks later. Nat Turner was executed on 11th 

November, 1831. 
Slave Revolts/Turner
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Nat Turner Rebellion

Arrest of Nat Turner

Tree Nat Turner was 
hung on

Slave Revolts/Turner
Slave Revolts

Besides slave revolts, slaves resorted to other 
V@XR SN QDUNKStqq
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ÖWould sabotage equipment or break tools.

Ö4NLDSHLDR ONHRNMDC SGDHQ L@RSDQ½R ENNCq

ÖTried to escape

Slave Revolts would lead plantation owners to develop a series of 
slave laws/codes which restricted the movement of the slaves.

ÅSlaves were not taught to read or write

ÅRestricted to the plantation

ÅSlaves could not congregate after dark

ÅSlaves could not possess any type of firearm

ÅA larger slave plantation than white in some states

Slave owners wanted to keep their slaves ignorant of the outside 
world because learning about life beyond the plantation could 

lead to more slave revolts and wanting to escape.

Slave Laws

SLAVE CODES AND LAWS

ÅViolent abolitionist

ÅInvolved in the Bleeding 
Kansas

ÅMurdered 5 pro -slavery 
men in Kansas

ÅWanted to lead a slave revolt 
throughout the South by 
raising an army of freed 
slaves and destroying the 
South.

Picture/J.Brown

JOHN BROWN

http://www.learn.co.uk/
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ÅAttacked a U.S. 
Ammunition depot 
in Harperôs Ferry, 
Virginia in Oct. of 
1859 to capture 
weapons and 

begin his slave 
revolt.

Picture/J.Brown

JOHN BROWN

ÅUnsuccessful and captured by USMC under 
the leadership of Robert E. Lee

ÅPut on trial for treason.
Picture/J.Brown

JOHN BROWN
ÅHe was found guilty of treason and 

sentenced to death.

ÅHis last words were to this effect:  

ÅñI believe that the issue of slavery will never 
be solved unless through the shedding of 

blood.ò

ÅNortherners thought of John Brown as a 
martyr to the abolitionist cause.

ÅSoutherners were terrified that if John 
Brown almost got away with this, there 

must be others like him in the North who 
are willing to die to end slavery.

ÅSouthôs outcome:  To leave the U.S. and 
start their own country.

Picture/J.Brown Hanging

JOHN BROWN
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John Brown:  Martyr or Madman? John Brown: Madman, Hero or 
Martyr?

Mural in the Kansas Capitol building
by John Steuart Curry (20c)

Reading/Tubman on Brown

Reading/Lincoln on Brown

REPUBLICAN PARTY

Formed to stop 

the expansion of 

slavery

National Republican      

which become the Whigs.

Free Soil Party 

against the 

expansion of 

slavery

Democrats 

opposed the 

expansion of 

slavery

Abolitionists

Chart/Rep. Party

Know Nothing Party

against immigration
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1860
Presidential

Election

Ҟ Abraham Lincoln
Republican

John Bell
Constitutional Union 

(Know Nothings - Whigs)

Stephen A. Douglas
Northern Democrat

John C. Breckinridge
Southern Democrat

Republican Party Platform in 1860

ü Non-extension of slavery [for the Free-Soilers.]

ü Protective tariff [for the No. Industrialists].

ü No abridgment of rights for immigrants [a disappointment for 
ǘƘŜ άYƴƻǿ-bƻǘƘƛƴƎǎέϐΦ

ü Government aid to build a Pacific RR [for the Northwest].

ü Internal improvements [for the West] at federal expense.

ü Free homesteads for the public domain [for farmers].

1860 Election:  о άhǳǘǎέ ϧ м έwǳƴΗέ1860 Election:  A Nation Coming Apart?!

1860 Presidential Election

1852

1852
1860

1860
1856

1856
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1860

Election

Results

[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŀƛƭ 
ǎǇƭƛǘǘŜǊέ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ 

votes

South still owns the 
Supreme Court, House, 

and Senate.

Å303 total 
electoral votes 
and 152 to win.

Election of 1860

ELECTION OF 1860

ÁCountry is polarized 
(divided) over the issue of 

slavery.

ÁOnce Lincoln is elected 
as president, South 

Carolina will secede from 
the U.S. along with 

several other Southern 
States.

ÁThey will form the 
Confederate States of 

America---CSA

Å303 total 
electoral votes 
and 152 to win.

Abraham Lincoln
(R-IL)
Sixteenth President of the U.S.
1861-1865

Democratic Party split

Election prompted 
secession of states in 
the Deep South

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/al16.html  

South Begins To Secede

ÅDec. 1860 S.C. votes to secede.

ÅAlabama, Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
and Texas join them

ÅFeb. 1861 they all meet to formally form the 
Confederate States of North America with Jefferson 
Davis as the President

ÅTime of ñlame duckò president Buchanan. Lincoln 
won the election Nov 1860 but wonôt take the office 
ótil March 1861

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/al16.html



