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AT TTHE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA

Hungary

ABSOLUTISM IN CENTRAL, EASTERN, AND
NORTHERN EUROPE




RISEOE BRANDENBURG-PRUSSIA

- remains divided into 300 small kingdoms
dom around Berlin
enzollerns - ruling family
he Duchy of Prussia
denburg-Prussia
ederick William, the Great Elector 1640-1688
is weak
ick William builds large, modern army
a The General War Commissariat
a The Junkers -> no taxes/new officer corps of army
a Mercantilist economic policies
a Elector Frederick III -> helps HRE in War of Sp. Succession -> is awarded
title King Frederick I

The Holy Roman Empire
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Absolutist
Prussia

The Holy Roman Empire

“Neither Holy, nor
Roman,
nor an Empire!”

-- Voltaire

Frangois-Marie Arouet
Born 21 November 1694
Paris, France
30 May 1778 (aged 83)

Died " paris, France
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“of the Holy Roman Empire

GROWTH OF BRANDENBURG-PRUSSIA 1600-1795
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King Frederick I of Prussia (r.1701-1713)

Formerly:

Frederick IIT
of Brandenburg

(r. 1688-1701)
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Brandenburg-
Prussia

Hohenzollern Dynasty

“The Fredericks”

Prussian Family Crest
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HUNGARY

FREDERICK WILLIAM, THE GREAT ELECTOR

Frederick William (German: Friedrich Wilhelm)
(16 February 1620 — 29 April 1688) was the
Elector of Brandenburg and the Duke of Prussia
("Brandenburg-Prussia") from 1640 until his
death. He was of the House of Hohenzollern and
is popularly known as the Great Elector (Der
GroBe Kurfiirst) because of his military and
political skill. Frederick William was also a
staunch pillar of the Calvinist faith, associated
with the rising commercial class. He saw the
importance of trade and promoted it vigorously.
The Great Elector's shrewd domestic reforms
gave Prussia a strong position in the post-
Westphalia political order of north-central Europe,
setting Prussia up for elevation from duchy to
kingdom, achieved under his successor.

Frederick Il “the Great”

(r. 1740-1786)

Enlightened
Absolutist

Friend of
Voltaire

Frederick William

(r. 1640-1688)

& The “Great
q Elector”

Father of Prussian
Absolutism

Frederick William |

(r. 1713-1740)

The “Soldier
King”
Soldatenkdénig

Frederick the Great of Prussia (r. 1740-1786)

> 1712 —1786.

» Succeeded his father,
Frederick William |
(the “Soldier King”).

» He saw himself
as the “First Servant
» of the State.”
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MILITARISM

N

“A formidable army and a war chest large enough to make
this army mobile in times of need can create great

respect for you in the world, so that you can speak a
word like the other powers.”

-- Frederick William |
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MILITARISM MILITARISM
12TH

Largest
| Popu

lation \ i
N\ - Armies from Russia to the United States
! ;‘ ] - e i N adopted the Prussian drill model.

Carl Réchling (d. 1920), Attack of the Prussian Infantry Carl Réchling (d. 1920), Attack of the Prussian Infantry

Baron von
Steuben

Trained Washington’s
Continental Army in
Prussian-style drill

THIS... IS...
SPARTA!
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Louis XIV 4~ W Follow
i

I'm going to get rid of all my mistresses so
I can be more successful. jk lol
#PimpinAintEasy

4 Reply 13 Retweet * Favorite ®®® More

“All successful rulers
keep God before
their eyes and have
no mistresses or,
rather, whores, and
lead a godly life...”

-- Frederick William |

Marie Angélique de Scorailles,
one of Louis XIV’s many mistresses

“The most beautiful girl or woman in the

world would be a matter of indifference

to me, but tall soldiers - they are my weakness.”
-- Frederick William |
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Potsdam
GIANTS

i

Internationally-recruited “Everything must be committed except eternal

regiment of tall soldiers salvation - that belongs to God,
but all else is mine.”
-- Frederick William |

Building an Absolutist State

Protestant
R

Nobility Cooperation
(Junkers) (Service Nobility)

Representative Bodies Reduced Power
(Estates) Taxation by Decree

Compulsory Public

Education Education
(15t system of its kind)

Nan th |')\ (:
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E'EMERGENCE OF AUSTRIA

 the Thirty Years The new Austrian Habsburg
. p a Empire
sonrin Create a new empire in the East Austria
woaavie Bohemia
Austu > gt Hungarv
- HUNGARY e, B
1000 G0 %, W o Austrians defeat Ottoman Turks -
0-,%“ e e > gain Hungary
? ren g Treaty of Karlowitz
trol of Sp. Netherlands
in the War of the Sp.
Succession

weak and divided into city states

He Austrian Habsburg Empire .
and regions

1 In the 16% century and 17t
1 Archduke of Austria T, enturies Spain dominates Italy
OKing of Bohemia

ng of Hungary
0 In the 18" century Austria will

control Ttaly
Qlt is good to be a Habsburg

10



o ¥
£ 5 )

burc
e
4 POLAND.
A

read  xevcoos
OFNAPLES

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

onquer o;lstanﬁnople in 1453
Attempt to conquer all of the Balkans

Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent 1520-1566 = the greatest of the
Ottoman rulers

Conquer Yugoslavia in 1521/Hungary in 1526/ attack Vienna in 1529

Major naval defeat - the Battle of Lepanto 1571 = limits Turkish naval
power in Medit.

JANISSARIES - Christian boys taken from parents ->converted to
Islam -> trained from childhood to be the elite personal soldiers of the
Sultan

Her Notable
Children:

HRE Joseph II
HRE Leopold II

Queen Marie
Antoinette (Fr.)

ROWITH OF MONARCHY IN SWEDEN

g Gustavus Adolphus
1611-1632 -> killed in the
Thirty Years’ War

ing Charles XI - builds
wedish monarchy along
absolutist lines
o King Charles XII -> loses war
to Russia and Sweden becomes
second rate

SHE CIMITS OF ABSOLUTISM

Absolute monarchs were not able to establish absolute power
o Local power was still mostly in the hands of the nobles

andowning aristocracy was immensely powerful -> they
limited what monarchs could do
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