HOBBES 2
VS

LOCKE

g 9

Ly

Thowas John
HOBBES LOCKE

Philosoplyical Philosophical & Biblical
ABSOLUTISM CONSTITUTIONALISM

SOCIAL CONTRACT

1. What is the origin of government?

2. How much autbow’ty should the
state have over the indivional?
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Divine Right Philosophyical Philosophical & Biblical
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SOCIAL

CONTRACT

ﬁ THOMAS HOBBES

W LeviaTuan (1651)

Defense of Philosophical
Absolutism
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Job

CLICK to Read

OUT OF HIS MOUTH GO BURNING
LAMPS, AND SPARKS OF FIRE LEAP OUT.

OUT OF HIS NOSTRILS GOETH SMOKE, AS
OUT OF A SEETHING POT OR CALDRON.
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BEHOLD, THE HOPE OF HIM IS IN VAIN:
SHALL NOT ONE BE CAST DOWN
EVEN AT THE SIGHT OF HIM!?

NONE IS SO FIERCE THAT DARE STIR HIM UP:
WHO THEN IS ABLE TO STAND BEFORE ME!

HIS HEART IS AS FIRM
AS A STONE...



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+41&version=KJV
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A ruler should be power[u{
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Hobbes wrote Leziathanin the widst of the English Ciuil War
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JOHN LOCKE

Two TReaTises
oF GOVERNMENT (1680)

Defense of Constitutionalisw

LIPE

LIBERTY

ProrerTY

KE — NATURAL .
AND LI;VIITED CIAL CONTRACT

JVERNMENT People agree to obey and follow the ruler
A Ruler agrees to protect the people and their natural
7?28 rights
Py 1f the ruler abuses the people - he has broken the
¥ v agreemtent/contvact -> he can be legitimately replace

Locke provides legal/philosophical justification for
revolution
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In CONGRESS. Jury 4. i75.
S OF ABSOLUTISM g .
Sifie marti mous Declarafion s s e Stafes of Murerica,
Q Absolute monarchs were not able to establish S
absolute power i

Qrocal power was still nwst[y in the hands of the
nobles

ULandowning aristocracy was mimense[‘o 1011-erfu{ -
> tf)e‘o [iwited what monm'cf)s could do
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AND [ALMOST] BLOODLESS

REVOLUTION
COMPARE (How are they similar?)

HOBBES A4S LOCKE 7 RESPONSE TO REVOLUTION

JOHN LOCKE
English political philosopher 1. English political philosopher
LT “ Author of Leviathan 2. Author of Two Treatises of
FEOATOURSELEAY YN e Said people are animals and thus Government
N S n need strong ruler to keep them in 3. Man had “natural = life,
e liberty, property
p. . I: ‘:I: ;:r:;::t s n . Hobbes = advocate of Government is an agreement

strong/absolute monarch between ruler and people

Rh\‘ OLUTION?




6/22/2026

JOHN COCKE - NATURAL RIGHTS AND
LIMITED GOVERNMENT

Trie S HOBEBES - “LIFI THE S TE O
NAYURENS SHORT, NASTY, AND BRUTISH

POCKE'S SOCIAL CONTRACT

People agree to obey and follow the ruler

Ruler agrees to protect the people and their natural rights
If the ruler abuses the people -> he has broken the
agreement/contract -> he can be legitimately replace

Locke provides legal / philosophical justification for revolution
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