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×Under imperialism , stronger 
nations attempt to create empires by 

dominating weaker nations. 

×The late 1800s marked the peak of 
European imperialism , with much of 

Africa and Asia under foreign 
domination.

×A policy of extending your rule over 
foreign countries 

×A major departure of the US policy of 
ñisolation ò to involvement in world 

affairs.

× Economic
The growth of industry 
increased the need for 
natural resources.

× Commerce
New markets and 
expansion of trade into 
Asia & Latin America.

× Nationalistic 
European nations 
competed for large 
empires was the result 
of a rise in nationalism

What are the factors involved in a 
country becoming imperialists?

× Military
Europe had better 
armies than Africa 
and Asia, and it 
needed bases around 
the world to refuel 
and supply navy 
ships.

× Humanitarian
Desire/duty to 
spread western 
civilizations to other 
countries.
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European nations colonizing --US needed to do the same or 

become an insignificant countyéé
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×Trade into Asia & Latin America 

×Keep up with Europe

×Annex strategic islands in the S. 
Pacific and Caribbean Sea.

×Trade center of the world

×Build a canal 

×International policeman

×Large naval presence

The New Manifest Destiny
1.  Commercial/Business 

Interests

U. S. Foreign Investments:  1869 -1908

American Foreign Trade:
1870 - 1914

1.  Commercial/Business 
Interests

2.  Military/Strategic Interests

Alfred T. Mahan Ą The Influence of 
Sea Power on History:  1660 - 1783

2.  Military/Strategic Interests

Alfred T. Mahan Ą The Influence of Sea 
Power on History:  1660 - 1783

3.  Social Darwinist Thinking

The Hierarchy of Race
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3.  Social Darwinist Thinking

The White Manõs Burden

4.  Religious/Missionary Interests

American 
Missionaries

in China, 1905 Rev. Josiah Strong
�2�X�U���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����,�W�V�¶�V���3�R�V�V�L�E�O�H��

�)�X�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���,�W�¶�V���3�U�H�V�H�Q�W���&�U�L�V�L�V

documents expan3

Source : Josiah Strong, Our Country: Its 
Possible Future and Its Present Crisis é 

American Home Missionary Society, 1885é.

It seems to me that God, with infinite 
wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo -
Saxon race for an hour sure to come in 

�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���I�X�W�X�U�H�«���7�K�H���X�Q�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G��
arable lands of the earth are limited, and 
will soon be taken.  Then will the world 
enter upon a new stage of its history ----
the final competition of races, for which 
the Angle -�6�D�[�R�Q���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O�H�G�«��

documents expan3

Source: Josiah Strong, Our Country :  Its 
Possible Future and Its Present Crisis é 

American Home Missionary Society, 1885é.

Then this race of unequalled energy, with 
all the majesty of numbers and the might 
of wealth behind it ----the representative, 

let us hope, of the largest liberty the 
purest Christianity, the highest 

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�«�Z�L�O�O���V�S�U�H�D�G���L�W�V�H�O�I���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
�H�D�U�W�K�«�������,�I���,���U�H�D�G���Q�R�W���D�P�L�V�V�����W�K�L�V���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O��

race will move down

documents expan3

Source : Josiah Strong, Our Country :  Its 
Possible Future and Its Present Crisis é 

American Home Missionary Society, 1885é.

upon Mexico, down Central and 
South America, out upon the islands 

of the sea, over upon Africa and 
beyond.  And can any one doubt that 

the result of this competition of 
races will be the �³�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O���R�I���W�K�H��

�I�L�W�W�H�V�W�´�"

5.  Closing the American Frontier
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