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End of the War

ÅGermany surrenders 8 May 1945

ÅConference of San Francisco: 25 April 1945

ðUN Charter

ÅPotsdam (July ð August 1945):

ðNew leadership: Atlee and Truman

ðStalin and the Atomic Bomb

ðZones of Occupation

ðRedraw eastern border of Germany

Winding Downéand Starting Up

ÅOctober 1944: Percentages Agreement

ðChurchill flies to Moscow

ðEstablishes spheres of influence:

ÅRomania and Bulgaria: USSR 90% influence

ÅGreece: UK 90% influence

ÅEqual influence in Hungary and Yugoslavia

ÅWestern Allies finally invade 6 June 1944

The Two World Wars, 1900-1950

ÅLessons of the world wars seem contradictory:
ðFailure of the Munich Agreement in 1938 to appease Hitler 

used to support hard-line foreign policy ð deterrence

ðBUT in 1914 it was just such hard-line policies that led 
Europe to WWI, might have been avoided with 
appeasement.

ÅScholars have not discovered a simple formula for 
choosing the best policy to avoid war.

The Early
Cold War:
1947 -1970

http://www.thoseshirts.com/lousy.html  
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Superpower
Link to "Superman:  Red Son"

Superpower

Great Power

Small Power

atomic bomb

ÅThe world would now live with the 
threat of nuclear war.

ÅArms race between Soviet Union and 
U.S. who could build the most nuclear 

weapons.

ÅU.S. would use nuclear weapons as a 
òdeterrent ó

ÅPeace through strengthéé

Åònuclear diplomacyó

NUCLEAR AGE Aftermath: The Emergence of 

the Cold War
Å Big Three: Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt

Å The Conferences at Teheran, Yalta, and Potsdam
ð Conference at Tehran , November 1943

ÅFuture course of the war, invasion of the continent for 1944

ÅAgreement for the partition of postwar Germany

ÅChurchill õs approach through Balkans overruled: Soviets liberate E. 
Europe.

ð Meeting at Moscow : òSpheres of Influenceó on a scrap of 
paperéChurchill and Stalin

ð Conference at Yalta , February 1945
ÅòDeclaration on Liberated Europe ó

ÅSoviet military assistance for the war against Japan 

ÅCreation of a United Nations

ÅGerman unconditional surrender

ÅFree elections in Eastern Europe

ð Conference at Potsdam , July 1945
ÅTruman replaces Roosevelt

ÅGrowing problems between the Allies

Å Winston Churchill  proclaims in March 1946 the existence of òan iron 
curtain ó across the continent  of Europe

Å Cold War begins é

Territorial Changes after 

World War II
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Allied 
Occupation
of Germany

ÅPartition (1945)

Allied 
Occupation
of Germany

ÅPartition (1945)

Åά¢ǊƛȊƻƴŜέ όмфпфύ

ÅEast and West 
Germany (1949)

COMMUNIST

7 8 9

10 11 12
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Conferences 
ÅWashington Pact: Jan 1942 

ð26 united nations will not make separate peace

ÅCasablanca Conference: Jan 1943

ðUS and UK demand unconditional surrender

ÅTehran Conference: Nov ð Dec 1943

ðSummit Meeting: First meeting of the Big Three

ðStalin demands Second Front

ðDecision to invade France

ðSecret:  Russia and Poland shifted west at Germanys cost 

ð Stalin s objectives?

ðUK and US concerned USSR conclude separate peace

ðRoosevelt wins agreement for new intl organization

Yalta: (Feb 1945)
ÅMost important meeting

ÅWhat happens to Poland ?

ÅZones of occupation in Germany

ÅUSSR: Agrees to Japan war, UN, free 
elections  and national sovereignty in E. 
Europe

ÅFrench given an occupation zone

ÅRoosevelt: Yalta the end of balance of 
power and spheres of influence

ÅEast Europeans see Yalta as a great 
betrayal

Yalta Conference

Churchill

Churchill

FDR

Stalin

Stalin
The 

ά.ƛƎ ¢ƘǊŜŜέ

DECISIONS:
1.Divide Germany
2.United Nations

February, 1945
Joseph Stalin

ÅGeneral Secretary of 
Communist Party
Å1922-1953

άOne death is a tragedy.  
A million deaths is a 
statistic.έ

13 14 15
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Sir Winston Churchill

ÅBritish Prime Minister
1940-45, 1951-55

ÅLeader of Opposition in 
the late 1940s ς still active 
in foreign policy

ÅάLǊƻƴ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴέ

D E C I S I O N S  A T  Y A LT A  C O N F E R E N C E
Yalta

KEY DECISIONS  
¶Created a United Nations

¶Germany and Berlin divided into 4 zones 
controlled by the Allies

¶Eastern European countries allowed òfree 
elections ó

¶Stalin signed agreements but Eastern 
Europe would stay under Soviet control.

Yalta Conference 
shaped the post 
WWII world.  The 

lasting effect was:  
òYou cannot trust 

the words of a 
dictatoró.

UN

Democracy Communism

Limited 
Democracy 1 Party State

Military
Dictatorship

Dictatorship Monarchy

No Self 
Government

No Government

Soviet Union

China

U.S.A

* Great Britain

** France

*
**

ÅFounders of 
the United 
Nations in 

1945 

ÅHave 
permanent 

seats on the 
Security 
Council.

Nations Self-identified as Democratic Democratic Nations according to 

Freedom House

The Iron Curtain Falls

ÅUSSR: prevents elections, eliminates 

opposition

ÅEastern Europe becomes USSR satellite

Å1946: Iron Curtain  speech

ÅTruman Doctrine: Greece/Turkey

ðContainment

ÅMarshall Plan (48)/COMECON (49)

ÅBerlin Airlift

ÅUSSR atomic bomb (1949)

ÅRed China (1949)

19 20 21

22 23 24



5

Squaring off

ÅNATO (1949)

ðWest Germany (1955)

ÅWarsaw Pact (1955)

ÅUSSR:

ðTerritorial aggrandizement

ðMassive army

ÅUSA: Economic, industrial might

ÅStruggle for allies, influence

Founded 1945

Permanent 
Members 

of the 

Security 
Council

United States
Great Britain
Soviet Union

France
China

Harry S Truman
Thirty-third President of the United States

1945-1953

"The President--whoever he is--
has to decide. He can't pass the 
buck to anybody. No one else can 
do the deciding for him. That's his 
ƧƻōΦέ
  -- Farewell Address

Origins of the Cold War

Â U.S. -Soviet Relations to 
1945

Â Allies in World War II

Â Postwar Cooperation ï 
the U.N

Â Satellite States in 
Eastern Europe

Â Occupation Zones in 
Germany

Â Iron Curtain

The Ideological Struggle
Soviet & 

Eastern Bloc 
Nations

[òIron Curtainó]

US & the 
Western 

Democracies

GOAL Ą spread world -
wide Communism

GOAL Ą òContainmentó 
of Communism & the 
eventual collapse of the 
Communist world.
[George Kennan]METHODOLOGIES:

Î Espionage [KGB vs. CIA]

Î Arms Race [nuclear escalation]

Î Ideological Competition for the minds and hearts 
of Third World peoples [Communist govt. & 
command economy vs. democratic govt. & capitalist 
economy] Ą òproxy warsó

Î Bi- Polarization of Europe [ NATO  vs. Warsaw Pact ]

25 26 27
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T H E  C O L D  W A R

ÅUneasy peace between the U.S. and the Soviet Union . 

ÅCompetition for world dominance and global power.  

ÅFought on political and economic fronts rather than on 
military battlefields --------- Even though the threat of war 

was always present. 

ÅDefined America ôs foreign policy from 1946 to 1989 . 

ÅIt affected domestic politics and how Americans viewed 
the world and themselves.  

ÅConstant state of military preparedness  and arms race

¶Propaganda war ---- Democracy  vs Communism

¶US policy: Support nations threatened by Communism

coldwar T H E  C O L D  W A Rcoldwar

Stalin argued that
capitalism  and

communism  could 
never coexist. 

Communism
§ No freedom of religion

§ State -run economy

§ Socialism

§ One -party system

§ Collective good

§No private ownership

§ Crush opposition

§ Dictatorship

Churchill responded
that an òIron Curtain

had descended
across the
Continent .ó

Americans
§ Freedom of Religion

§ Free enterprise

§ Laissez faire economy

§Capitalism

§ Two -party system

§ Individual freedoms

§ Freedom of Speech

§ Democracy/Republic

map/cold war

Soviet Union/China and 
Allieséé..

Containment:  Stop the expansion of 
Communism in Asia and Europe

US, Allied Nations 
and Allied colonies.

1950ôs

map/cold war

USA/Allies and US 

Military assistance

French military 

presence and 

assistance

Soviet Union military 

presence and 

Communistic 

countries

*China

*China was a communistic nation

1980ôs

Containment:  Stop the expansion of 
Communism into Asia and Europe

Containment in Europe

¸The Truman Doctrine

¸The Marshall Plan

¸Effects

¸The Berlin Airlift

¸NATO and National 
Security

¸National Security 
Act (1947)

¸Atomic Weapons

¸Evaluating U.S. 
Policy

TRUMAN AND THE COLD WAR

Containment Policy  

ÅDeveloped by State Department 
assistant, George Keenan, NSC -68 

ÅArgued that the SU was trying to do 
two things: defeat capitalism , & expand 

the Soviet sphere of influence .

ÅUS would stand firm, restrict and halt 
Soviet and Communist expansion.

ÅHow?   Help countries who were threatened by 
Communism with financial and economic assistance, 

propaganda, politically and militarily.

ÅAdopted by President Truman in 1946.  

ÅOpposite of Appeasementé..

ÅConfront dictators

31 32 33

34 35 36
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Containment

1.The Soviet 
communists are 
aggressive by nature.

2.Communism must be 
contained within its 
existing borders.

{ƻǾƛŜǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳ ƛǎ άǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ώǘƘŜϐ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
task our diplomacy has ever faced and probably 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΦέ
   -- The Long Telegram

1947 National Security Act
VDepartment of Defense 

VNational Security Council (NSC)  to 
advice the president on security 

matters

VCentral Intelligence Agency (CIA)  to 
coordinate the governmentõs foreign 

fact -gathering (spying?).

VòVoice of America ó a radio broadcast, began 
beaming in 1948 to the world proclaiming 

democracy.

VCongress resurrected the military draft 
(Selective Service System)

TRUMAN AND THE COLD WAR

Å1947 , first use of  
òcontainment ó

Å$$$$$  to Greece 
and Turkey of 

$400 million to 
stop the spread 
of communism.

TRUMAN DOCTRINE

Truman Doctrine [1947]
1. Civil War in Greece.

2. Turkey under pressure from the 
USSR for concessions in the 
Dardanelles.

3. The U. S. should support free 
peoples throughout the world who 
were resisting takeovers by armed 
minorities or outside pressures éWe 
must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.

4. The U.S. gave Greece & Turkey 
$ 400 million in aid.

The 
Truman Doctrine

άL believe that it  must be the 
policy of the United States to 
support free peoples who are 
resisting attempted subjugation 
by armed minorities or by 
outside pressures.έ
 -- Harry Truman (3/ 12/ 1947) TurkeyGreece

File:US-MarshallPlanAid-Logo.svg

http://seventhgradehistory.wikispaces.com/file/view/Marshall_Plan_Map.jpg/123540649/Marshall_Plan_Map.jpg

The Marshall Plan
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/91/General_George_C._Marshall%2C_official_military_photo%2C_1946.JPEG/250px-General_George_C._Marshall%2C_official_military_photo%2C_1946.JPEG

Gen. George C. Marshall

US Secretary of State

MAP

37 38 39

40 41 42

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/trudoc.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/trudoc.asp
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/US-MarshallPlanAid-Logo.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:General_George_C._Marshall,_official_military_photo,_1946.JPEG
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Marshall Plan [1948]

1. òEuropean Recovery 
Program.ó

2. Secretary of State, 
George Marshall

3. The U. S. should provide 
aid to all  European nations 
that need it.  This move 
is not against any country or doctrine, 
but against hunger, poverty, desperation, 
and chaos.

4. $12.5 billion of US aid to Western 
Europe extended to Eastern Europe & 
USSR, [but this was rejected].

ÅPresident Trumanõs plan 
(containment ) to aid $$$  and 

rebuild a war torn Europe 

ÅMarshall Plan  offered 
financial aid of $13 billion.  

ÅU.S. benefited by forming 
trade relationships  with 

Europe. 

ÅLeft a legacy of European 
friendship  and trans Atlantic 

cooperation

MARSHALL PLAN

marshall

Secretary of State 
George C. Marshall

ÅHelped to limit communist appeals  in Western 
Europe in the aftermath of WWII

ÅCold War Propaganda
Democracy/Capitalism vs. Communism   marshall

Å1948, $13 -16 
billion to help 
rebuild Europe 

after WWII.  

ÅExample of 

òcontainment ó 

ÅFood, animal 

feed, fertilizer, 

fuel, raw 

materials and 

production 

equipment were 

among some of 

the goods 

shared

ÅProvided a 33.5 % increase in GNP in Western Europe  between 
1948 -52 . 

ÅEuropean economy had a steep increase in production.

Stalin Counters 
the Marshall Plan  

ÅSoviet Union offered a 
similar plan ----Molotov Plan . 

ÅSimilar to the Marshall 
Plan and was offered to the 
all European countriesé

ÅNo countries of Western 
Europe took $$$ .

ÅMarshall Plan  was 
considered a threat to 
Stalin because it was 

offered by the U.S. to war 
torn Europe as a way to 

promote democracy.

MARSHALL PLAN

marshall

Part I:
ɦReconstruction 
& Confrontation ɧ

Ymj ɦNwts Hzwyfnsɧ

From Stettin in the Balkans, to Trieste in the 
Adriatic, an iron curtain  has descended across the 
Continent.  Behind that line lies the ancient 
capitals of Central and Eastern Europe.
                      --  Sir Winston Churchill, 1946

43 44 45

46 47 48



9

ChurchillΩs άIron Curtainέ Speech
March 5, 1946

Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri)

Allied 
Occupation
of Germany

ÅPartition (1945)

Allied 
Occupation
of Germany

ÅPartition (1945)

Åά¢ǊƛȊƻƴŜέ όмфпфύ

ÅEast and West 
Germany (1949)

COMMUNIST

Post -War Germany Berlin Blockade & Airlift 
(1948 -49)

¶In response to the 
Marshall Plan, Stalin cut 

off all transportation lines 
into West Berlin.

¶ Force the US, British and 
French out of Berlin. 

¶Berlin  was located in the 
Soviet sector after WWII é

¶Stalin perceived the Allies 
a threat to Communism.

¶US refused to back down 
and preceded to airlift 

supplies  to the starving 
West Berliners.

BERLIN BLOCKADE

airlift

49 50 51

52 53 54
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Operation 
Vittles

5,000 tons per day

Berlin Blockade 
Berlin Airlift

1948-1949

άOperation Vittlesέ

¶U.S. flew supplies to feed the people of 
West Berlin for 11 months/24 -7  

¶Stalin backed down & pulled troops

¶Germany/Berlin remain divided until 
1989.

BERLIN AIRLIFT
airlift

BERLIN AIRLIFT

ÅThe U.S. did not 
appease  the 
Soviets, but 

outsmarted Stalin. 

ÅThe U.S. also won 
a propaganda war.

ÅMade democracy  
and capitalism  look 
better to the world 
than communism .

airlift2

55 56 57

58 59 60
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NATO ALLIANCE AND WARSAW PACT
N

A

T

O

Communistic
Warsaw Pact

Communistic
Warsaw Pact

Return 
of the 

Alliance System

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)

ÅEstablished 1949

ÅCollective Defense Pact

ïWestern Europe

ïNorth America

ÅAttack on any member 
nation treated as an 
attack on all member 
nations

The 
Eastern Bloc

INFLUENCE

Soviet Satellites

Warsaw Pact

άOn Guard for Peace 
and Socialismέ

ÅEstablished 1955

ÅCollective Defense Pact

ïSoviet Union

ïEastern Europe

Cold War Alliances

61 62 63

64 65 66
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1948 Presidential Election

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._presidential_election,_1948 

Cold War in Asia

ÂJapan

ÂU.S.-Japanese Security 

Treaty

ÂChina

ÂU.S. Policy

ÂTwo Chinas

ÂKorean War

NATO

1949, THE YEAR OF SHOCK

ÅMao Tse Tung , defeats Chang Kai 
Shek  in the Chinese Civil War é..

ÅChina became a communistic country.  

ÅChang Kai Shak is exiled to Taiwan.

ÅMao Tse Tung becomes the 
Communistic leader of China.

ÅUS believed there was a communistic 
plot to rule the world

Mao Tse Tung

Chang Kai Shek

Chinese Revolution

ÅCommunists defeat 
Nationalists in Civil War

ïCommunists will have two 
seats on Security Council

Chairman Mao 
proclaims the 

PeopleΩs Republic 
of China

1949

67 68 69

70 71 72

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._presidential_election,_1948
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Soft on Communism??? Rftɣx Wj{tqzynts? 6>9>

Who lost China? ð A 2nd }  Power!

Ymj Ptwjfs \fw?  F ɦUtqnhj 
Fhyntsɧ -6>:5-1953)

Syngman Rhee

Kim Il - Sung

òDomino Theory ó

The Korean War
ÅInvasion

ÅCounter Attack

ÅTruman versus 

MacArthur

ÅArmistice

ÅPolitical 

Consequences

KOREAN WAR
Å1950 to 1953 , North 
Korea invades South 

Korea.

ÅNorth Korea was a 
communist nation  and 

South Korea was a 
democracy .

ÅFirst war of  
òcontainment ó policy to 

stop communism

ÅòPolice Action ó not a 
declared war

ÅPresident Truman leads 
United Nations.

ÅGeneral Douglas 
MacArthur commands US 

and UN troops.

ÅCalled òforgotten war ó.

KOREAN WAR
Truman vs. MacArthur  

ÅTruman fires General 

MacArthur when he 

advises Truman he would 

use nuclear weapons 

against the Chinese. 

73 74 75

76 77 78



14

The Korean War (?)
1950-1953

File:Korean War Montage.jpg

http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html 

http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html 

Armistice Line 
(1953)

File:BridgeOfNoReturnDMZ.jpg

79 80 81

82 83 84

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Korean_War_Montage.jpg
http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html
Korean War Maps/1 - Communist Offensive 1950.pdf
http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html
Korean War Maps/1 - Communist Offensive 1950.pdf
http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html
Korean War Maps/1 - Communist Offensive 1950.pdf
http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/KoreanWar/KoreanWar.html
Korean War Maps/1 - Communist Offensive 1950.pdf
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The άBridge of No Returnέ South 
Korea 
Today

38th 
Parallel

M.A.D.
Mutually Assured Destruction

Å1949

ÅUSSR tests its first nuclear weapon

ïEspionage

The Arms Race:
F ɦRnxxnqj LfuDɧ

} The Soviet Union 
exploded its first 
A- bomb in 1949 .

} Now there were 
two nuclear 
superpowers!

N orth A tlantic Treaty 
Organization ( 1949 )

× United States

× Belgium

× Britain

× Canada

× Denmark

× France

× Iceland

× Italy

× Luxemburg

× Netherlands

× Norway

× Portugal

× 1952: Greece & 
       Turkey

× 1955: West Germany

× 1983: Spain

Warsaw Pact ( 1955 )

} U. S. S. R.

} Albania

} Bulgaria

} Czechoslovakia

} East Germany

} Hungary

} Poland

} Rumania

85 86 87

88 89 90



16

ÅNew Soviet leader after Stalinôs death in 1953 to 1965.

ÅNot as harsh as Stalin

ÅBelieved US and Soviet Union could ñpeacefully co-existò 
with one another but the Soviet Union had to be as strong 

militarily as the US.

Nikitia Khruschev Premier Nikita Khrushchev

About the capitalist 
states, it doesn't 
depend on you 
whether we 
(Soviet Union) exist.
If you don't like us, 
don't accept our 
invitations, and don't
invite us to come 
to see you. Whether 
you like it our not, history is on our 
side. We will bury you .   --  1956

De- Stalinization 
Program

Soviet Concerns

üStalinôs Death (1953)
ïKhrushchev (1956): ñpeaceful coexistenceò

üHungarian Revolt (1956)

üSuez Canal Crisis (1956 to 57)

üSputnik (1957)

üSecond Berlin Crisis (1958)
ïKhrushchev: ñWe will bury capitalismò

üU-2 Incident (1960)

üSupport for Castro in Cuba (1959)

COLD WAR CONTINUES

Cold War continues with propaganda 
radio broadcasts

COLD WAR CONTINUES

Cold War continues with the Soviets also 
using propaganda radio broadcasts

COLD WAR CONTINUES

ÅMad Magazine makes fun of the Cold War with 

their Spy vs. Spy column.

ÅCIA vs. KGB

91 92 93

94 95 96
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The Hungarian Uprising:  1956

Imre Nagy, Hungarian
Prime Minister

} Promised free 
elections.

} This could lead to the 
end of communist rule 
in Hungary.

The Suez Crisis:  1956 -1957 Sputnik I ( 1957 )

The Russians have beaten America in 
spaceñthey have the technological edge!

1957 Russians launch SPUTNIK I

Facts on Sputnik
ÅAluminum sphere, 23 inches in 

diameter weighing 184 pounds with 
four steel antennae emitting radio 

signals.

ÅLaunched Oct. 4, 1957

ÅStayed in orbit 92 days, until Jan. 4, 
1958

Effects on the 
United States

ÅAmericans fear a Soviet 
attack with missile 

technology

ÅAmericans resolved to regain technological 
superiority over the Soviet Union

ÅIn July 1958, President Eisenhower created NASA 
or National Space and Aeronautics Agency

Å1958 --> National Defense Education Act

1957 Russians launch SPUTNIK I

97 98 99

100 101 102



18

Atomic Anxieties :

ÅòDuck -and -Cover Generation ó  

Atomic Testing :

ÅBetween July 16, 1945 and Sept. 23, 

1992, the United States conducted 

1,054 official nuclear tests, most of 

them at the Nevada Test Site.  

Americans began 
building 

underground bomb 
shelters and cities 
had underground 
fallout shelters.

Effects of Sputnik on United States

Plan for basement shelter

103 104 105

106 107 108
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Ike

Dwight D. 
Eisenhower
(Republican)
34th POTUS

1953-1961

Civil Defense

File:SurvivalUnderAtomicAttack.jpg

Duck and Cover!
C:\Documents and Settings\TRICHEY\Local Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\3W6ZUY9R\MC900432637[1].png

Fallout 
Shelters

109 110 111

112 113 114

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survival_Under_Atomic_Attack
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60
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Marx 1962 

Doll House

The Space Program

ÅU.S. Astronaut John 

H. Glenn, Jr., standing 

in front of the 

spacecraft Friendship 7.

ÅFirst astronaut to orbit 

the earthôs surface 3 

times.

Nixon -Khrushchev
ɦKitchen Debate ɧ

(1959 )

Cold War --- > 
Tensions

<---  Technology 
       & Affluence

115 116 117

118 119 120
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ÅBetween 1949 and 1963, the United States and 
Soviet Union conducted more than 100 above 
ground nuclear weapons tests. 

ÅLimited Test Ban Treaty in 1963 banned all above-
ground testing sending nuclear tests 
underground. 

ÅOn Oct. 26, 1963 at the Shoal underground 
nuclear test site 1,204 feet below the surface a 
nuclear detonation conducted in the Sand Springs 
Mountain Range about 30 miles southeast of 
Fallon, Nevada. 

ÅProduced a yield of 12.5 kilotons and analyzed 
seismic detection of underground nuclear tests in 
active earthquake areas.

ÅThe veiled purpose of the experiment may have 
been to discern the difference between Russian 
earthquakes and Russian nuclear testing. 

Desert Research Institute U-2 Spy Incident (1960)

Col. Francis Gary 
Powersõ plane was 

shot down over Soviet 
airspace.

Whatôs So Funny? 1960 Premier Khrushchev gloats

over Ikeôs spying discomfiture.

Å THEN, at the Paris summit 

conference  in 1960, shortly after 

such promising progress at Camp 

David the year before, an enraged 

Khrushchev stormed out of the 

meeting after it was revealed that 

the Soviets had shot down a United 

States U-2 spy plane over Soviet 

territory.

Å After initial denial  of any knowledge 

of such a spy plane, Eisenhower 

was embarrassingly forced to take 

personal responsibility when the 

Russians revealed the wreckage 

AND the pilot!

Å Sadly, Cold War tensions 

immediately tightened again over 

the U-2 incident .

ÅOn May 1, 1960, a U.S. U-2 high altitude 
reconnaissance aircraft was shot down 
over central Russia, forcing its pilot, Gary 
Powers, to bail out at 15,000 feet. 

ÅThe CIA-employed pilot survived the 
parachute jump and was picked up by the 
Soviet authorities, who arrested him.

Å On May 5, Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev announced the capture of the 
U.S. spy, and vowed that he would be put 
on trial.  

ÅAfter initial denials, U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower admitted on May 7 that 
the unarmed reconnaissance aircraft was indeed on a spy mission. 

ÅIn response, Khrushchev cancelled a long-awaited summit meeting in Paris, and 
in August, Powers was sentenced to ten years in a Soviet prison for his confessed 
espionage. 

ÅHowever, a year-and-a-half later, on February 10, 1962, the Soviets released him 
in exchange for Rudolph Abel, a Soviet spy caught and convicted in the United 
States five years earlier. 

ÅLed to the Berlin Wall being built and the Cold War ñheating up againò

U-2 SPY PLANE U-2 Spy Plane
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An Historic Irony:  Sergei 
Khrushchev, American Citizen

Who buried who?

Paris, 1961

Khrushchev & JFK meet to discuss Berlin and 
nuclear proliferation.  Khrushchev thinks that 

JFK is young, inexperienced, and can be rolled.

The Berlin Wall Goes Up ( 1961)

Checkpoint
Charlie
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Crisis over Berlin

The Berlin Crisis
ÅBy 1961 20% of Germans flee to West Berlin; economic drain on 

East

ÅKhrushchev wants to close access roads to West Berlin; JFK 

refuses

ÅSoviets isolate West Berlin from East Germany with Berlin Wall

NEXT

Image

Image

KENNEDY FOREIGN POLICY

Searching for Ways to Ease Tensions
ÅKhrushchev, Kennedy conscious of danger of quick decisions

ÅEstablish hot lineðdirect phone between White House, Kremlin

Å Limited Test Ban Treaty bans nuclear tests in atmosphere

BERLIN WALL

Taking advantage 
of a demoralized 

US after the 
failed Bay of Pigs 
invasion and the 

U-2 spy plane 
incident, 

Khruschev orders 
Allies out of West 
Berliné.

BERLIN WALL

A young woman and her boyfriend talking to the womanôs mother, 
who is on the east side of the Berlin Wall (1962).

Å1961, Soviet Union built the Berlin Wall to force 
Allies out of West Berlin.  Became a symbol of the 

Cold War.  Berlin would by be a divided city. 

BERLIN WALL

ÅFamilies and 
friends found 
themselves 

separated and most 
Berliners were 

lucky just to 
establish visual 
contact over the 

Wall. 

BERLIN WALL

ÅStretching for more than 100 miles, escape was 
virtually impossible because of mines, attack dogs 

and armed guards with shoot -to -kill orders.
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